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Parents

Reception Topic Meeting

Summer 2026



Updates
Book changing-

Children are now changing their own reading books

Library-

Books are changed on a Wednesday for Robins and 
Tuesday for Owls

Reports-

At the end of this term

Early Learning Goals

A summative assessment at the end of Reception



Early Learning Goals
• A summative assessment judgement the end of 

the Reception

• 7 areas of learning and development within the 
statutory Early Years Foundation Stage 
framework, divided into 17 early learning goals 
(ELGs).





Topic- Our Garden
• ‘The Enormous Turnip’ story focus
• Making and tasting turnip soup

Science
• Comparing changing seasons
• Planting- cress, herbs, sunflowers
• Parts of a plant
• Observations of caterpillar/butterfly life cycle
• Minibeasts- spiders, slugs, snails
• Creating bug houses

History
• Lifecycles- language of growth and change

Art
• Paul Cezanne- observational drawings/
art of fruit and vegetables

Henri Matisse- ‘The Snail’



Topic- All Creatures Great 
and Small

Science and Geography

• Animal habitats

• Comparing animal features

• Animal facts

• Farm animals- school trip

• Following a farm map

History

• Change in farming methods

Art and DT

• Henri Rousseau- ‘Tiger in a Tropical Storm’

• Textured collages

• Animal models/farm construction



School Trip- Aldenham Country 
Park and Farm

• Friday 12th June

• Farm animals and Winnie the Pooh walk

• Volunteers please

• Wear school uniform- comfy shoes

• Packed lunch- disposable bags

• Weather- sun cream, sunhat/raincoat



Literacy- Reading
Comprehension

• Retell stories using their own words and new vocab. 

• Anticipate key events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about stories/rhymes/poems/play

Word Reading

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs.

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending.

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with their phonic knowledge



Literacy- Writing
• Write recognisable letters, most of 

which are correctly formed. 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters. 
• Write simple phrases and sentences 
that can be read by others.



Supporting writing at home

• Help to ‘sound out’ words, saying them slowly
• Help your child to recognise ‘special friends’ they hear

• If a word is a red ‘tricky’ word, teach your child to 
recognise and spell it. Point out the sound that is being 
naughty. Eg. ‘my’

• Support practise of the ‘hold a sentence’ process:
- repeat the sentence verbally
- counting each word on their fingers to track the number 

of words.
- Write and check they have all the words



Reading books have been sent home since Autumn Term.
These books match the sounds that the children are learning 
in their phonics sessions and focus on two and three letter 
words and sometimes longer words. Children can read these 
independently by sounding out and blending each word.

This means that your child should

• Practise all the sounds and tricky words in their phonics 
book

The Aim is to read many of the words by silent blending (in 
their head) – their reading will be automatic.

Reading at home



. 

Mathematics
Regrouping parts to find total
• Combining parts to make a whole
• Using the part, whole model to develop an understanding 

of addition



Finding the whole and missing parts

• Exploring what to do when something is missing in a 
part, whole model; making links to subtraction and 
finding the difference

 Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract 
two single-digit numbers and count on or back to can 
you find the answer?



Ten and some more

• Counting confidently to 20, focusing on the 
numbers 10 – 20, and finding one more and one 
less than a number 

• Counting reliably with numbers from one to 
20.  

• Say the number that is one more or one less 
than a given number.



Doubling and halving

• Exploring doubling and halving, including solving problems

• involving doubling and halving

• Doubling problem solving- ‘How many legs?‘ story link

• How many legs would there be if there was another (animal)?

• Halving fruit- How would we cut this so we have an equal piece 
each? How many __ would you have if we had half each?

• Animal tea party-Can you share the food amongst the animals?



Odd and even

• Understanding that numbers are either odd or even, 
looking at their ‘shape’ and whether they share fairly 
into two groups

• The pattern of odd and even



Counting beyond twenty.

• Counting beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the 
counting system, exploring the value of tens and ones 
in numbers

• Encourage children to count in tens.

• Encourage the children to counting in twos, fives and 
tens. 



Attendance
Regular attendance is the single biggest factor in 
academic achievement

• Schedule medical/dental appointments outside 
school hours.

• Create consistent morning and bedtime routines.
• Show interest in your child's school day to 

encourage attendance.
• Contact the school immediately to report absences
• Let class teacher’s know if you need support



Pupil Premium

• Please check if you are eligible.



How can I support my child at 
home?

• Reading regularly. It really does make a difference!-
please sign reading record

• Home learning challenges- found on the newsletter

• Exploring topics- research online, non-fiction books, 
stories linked to topic

• Phonics and maths- working on individual targets 
outlined to you at parents evening.

• Exploring our topics through books, websites, going out 
into nature



Reminders
• Please choose lunches on Arbor every day.

• Should all be able to view your child’s 
observations on Tapestry app

• Library books in bags on library day

• Reading books in bag every day

• Label all items of clothes


